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MEETING MINUTES – 11/6/19 

  

ATTENDEES 

Karen Dineff Leanne Taylor Kim Snair 

Leslie Petrosky Kristen Repp Jodi Vanderschaaff 

Rebecca Rommes Jennifer Majernik Katie Paschel 

Melissa Eck Jessica Mickail Samantha Abate 

Renee Blauch Holly Edmonds Tracy Fletcher 

Lindsay Rethage Debbie Heaney Lacie Claypoole 

Sarah Parks  Shelley Nulph Anna Allhouse 

Holly Balint Katie Mangeri  

   

 
INTRODUCTION OF DR. LOGUE BELDEN 
Dr. Logue Belden gives an overview of exciting new changes in the Deerlakes schools, including 
the Partial Program, addition of staff and technological updates. A guidance counselor has been 
hired for each building. The district has also hired a behavioral specialist and social worker. The 
district has received two grants that will be used for positive behavior support and suicide 
prevention. School safety items such a stop bleed kits, ladders, additional security cameras and 
door locks will also be purchased with these funds. 
 
PARTIAL PROGRAM  
Lindsay McGaughey discusses the partial program which has been implemented into the district 
and is housed at the Highschool. The program provides support to students struggling with 
mental health diagnosis. Deerlakes district is partnering with Wesley Family Services to run this 
program. The partial program can include up to 25 students ages 5-21. Staffing includes 
Deerlakes teachers, paraprofessionals, Wesley specialists, master level therapists, and 
supervisors. Students in the program receive half a day of regular educational instruction, and 
other half individual therapy. Family therapy is also available. The program is now accepting 
students outside of our district to fill to the capacity level. The program is completely 
confidential, providing a separate access to students. A referral process is followed to be 
accepted into the program. The average time a student spends in the program is 6-9 months 
and turn around time for return to full day class is much higher after completing this partial 
program. The district is looking to extend the program and is currently applying for several 
grants significant to specialized reading services, encompassing disabilities such as dyslexia.  
 

Lancer Parent Educator Partnership 
LPEP 
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HIGHSCHOOL REPORT 
Principal Baughman provided information of the initiatives that have been rolled out at the high 
school this year. New programs are focusing on preparing students for life after high school. 
Course selections have been updated. Receipt of the IAMSE Grant allowed the school to add 16 
AP courses, 14 of 16 based on student interest. Some of the courses added include psychology, 
sociology, and career exploration. The school is also working with Oberg Industries in Freeport 
and Carnegie Mellon University to provoide other apprenticeship programs.  
 
CURTISVILLE REPORT 
Principal Jennifer Cavalancia provided an update on Curtisville Primary Center. Students are 
ramping up for the annual Veterans’ Day program. The halls of Curtisville are currently 
decorated with all the students’ kindness links that continue to keep perpetuating the Rachel’s 
Challenge initiative. Weekly kindness challenges reward the children for their kindness acts by 
winning time with Mrs. Barnes and Mrs. Cavlancia playing kickball or other fun activities. 
Children are also enjoying the Co-Lab this year which is pushing them out of their comfort zone 
allowing them to participate in new and exciting activities. The new technology teacher, Mrs. 
Bright has been working with the students on problem solving and persevering. Curtisville and 
the district are also working to rollout a positive behavioral intervention program. More 
information will be distributed to families as the roll out nears in January and February. 
Kindergarten recruitment for next year is already in progress. The district is trying to bridge the 
gap through the community to ensure all kindergarteners are captured early. Curtisville will be 
distributing flyers at community events like breakfast with Santa and the Easter bunny in hopes 
of capturing more incoming Kindergarteners early.  
 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL REPORT 
Assistant Principal Samantha Abate provided an update on some of the new things happening 
at the Middle School. This year the school has moved from a junior high school model to a 
system of teacher teams. The student class schedules have been updated to receive a full 80 
minutes of math. Mrs. Abate asked that parents reinforce caring taking of student Chrome 
Books. 120 Chrome Books were fixed just last month at the middle school. The 7th grade team 
implemented a team checkbook project where students earn money for kind acts and bid on 
auction items with their earnings. The new gym floor is holding up well. Students are using the 
LPEP donated rock-climbing wall on a regular basis. Middle School won a $2000 grant that will 
used to purchase counters, stools, and cubbies for the cafeteria. The school is amplifying online 
science simulations and experiments. The district has even acquired a Cricut to use in student 
projects. The Middle School Stop and Shop is up and running. The shop is being managed by the 
life skills and best buddies students.  The store sells things such as water bottles, blinking DL 
bracelets, pens and pencils, and much more. Additional items will be added, possibly some 
seasonal merchandise.  
 
EAST UNION UPDATE 
Acting Principal Jodi Vanderschaff provided an update on East Union. The new Launch Lab is up 
and running. Students are enjoying the creativity wall. LPEP funding has helped purchase items 
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for the lab such as Ozo blocks, virtual headsets. New staff at East Union includes a guidance 
counselor and new secretary. Parent teacher conferences are occurring November 11th. The 
sensory path is getting lots of use by students. Rachel’s Challenge continues to be promoted at 
the school reinforced by the “Gold Spatula” and positive competition to spend time with 
principal Jodi. The school beautification project turned out wonderful, motivational signs have 
been placed in all bathroom stalls. Tail Wag Tudors program has begun, where students take 
turns reading to a therapy dog. The district has purchased a therapy dog, Lancer. Lancer is 
goldendoodle who will start his journey at the Middle School. East Union’s Veterans day 
program is on track. Fifth graders will get to bring a Veteran to school and present them with an 
American flag and take them on an honor walk. Students will also complete a service project 
packing donation boxes that will be sent to the Southwest Vets home.  
 
TREASURER UPDATE  
Update provided by LPEP treasurer Lindsay Rethage, the report is available for review upon 
request. At this time our account has $12700 which is $2500 less than last year.   
 

BOX TOPS PROGRAM 
The Box Tops program has changed significantly since moving to the mobile app and receipt 
scanning method. Figures are down from last year, from $860 to $497. LPEP is asking that the 
group spread the word on how important this program is to our district and that shoppers 
continue to scan their receipts so LPEP receives this funding benefiting the students.  
 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE  
LPEP Membership drive has come to an end. The membership contest winners will be pulled 
within the next week or so. LPEP online directory is forthcoming.  
 
VETERANS PROGRAM - CPC  
Curtisville’s Veterans Day program is in order. There are spots open for Friday, 8am setup.  
 

PICTURE DAY MAKEUP 
Picture day make up for all three schools, CPC, EU and MS will be 11/22/19.  
 

GINGERBREAD HOUSES 
Gingerbread houses at Curtisville will be on 12/6/19. LPEP will supply the icing, 2 buckets are 
needed. Melissa Eck will be sending out a signup genius for parent volunteers and supplies.  
 
FAMILY DINNER NIGHT – PRIMANTI BROS  
LPEP Primanti Bros family dinner night will be 12/4/19 all day. Raffle baskets will be set out for 
all participants. Jessica Micktail and Josie Crame will be chairing the raffle baskets. A save the 
date will be distributed and more information will be forthcoming. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL SERVICE PROJECT 
Middle School Service Project still needs a chair. Group is looking for volunteers. Katie Paschel will see if 
specialized time teacher could run the project, which is creating Christmas cards that will be delivered to 
sick children at Children’s Hospital. Katie Mangeri has volunteered to deliver cards.  
 
Next LPEP Meeting December 3rd.  

  


